Engglissh M
Maartyyrss’ RC
RC
P maary Scchoooll
Prim

SSEN
ND
Info
orm
matio
on Repo
R ort
Loccal Offe
O er
Nove
N embeer 20
016

English
h Martyrrs' R.C. Primary
y School
Parentt Information

Sp
pecial Ed
ducationa
al Needss Informa
ation Rep
port
Novem
mber 2016

All Sunnderland Loocal Authoriity (LA) maiintained sch
hools have a similar appproach to meeting
m
the needs
n
of pupiils with Special Educational Needss and are su
upported by the LA to eensure that all
a pupils,
regardlless of their specific needs, make tthe best possible progreess in schoool.
All schhools are suppported to be
b as inclusiive as possible, with th
he needs of ppupils with Special
Educatiional Needss and Disabilities (SEN
ND) being met in a main
nstream settting wherev
ver possible..
The brooad areas off SEND need are:





Comm
munication aand Interactiion.
Cognittion and Leaarning.
Social,, Emotionall and Mentaal Health Difficulties.
Sensorry and/or Phhysical.

What is the Loca
al Offer?
L
LA Local Offfer
The Chhildren and Families
F
Biill was enaccted in Septeember 2014
4. From thiss date Local Authoritiess (LA)
and schhools are reqquired to pu
ublish and kkeep under review
r
inforrmation aboout servicess they expecct
to be avvailable for children an
nd young peeople with special
s
educcational needds (SEN) ag
ged 0-25. Thhe LA
refer too this as the 'Local Offeer'.
The inttention of thhe Local Offfer is to impprove choicee and transp
parency for ffamilies. It will also bee an
importaant resourcee for parentss in understtanding the range of serrvices and pprovision in
n the local
area.

What is the
t Speciall Education
n Needs Infformation R
Report?
The Special
S
Edu
ucation Neeeds Inform
mation Repoort
Schools utilise thee LA Local Offer
O
to meeet the needss of SEND pupils
p
as det
etermined by
y school policy
and thee provision that
t the school is able tto provide. Schools reffer to this ass -The Special Educatioon
Needs IInformationn Report.

Questions
Please read the 12 questions below for more information about the Local Offer
from English Martyrs School.
Question 1
Who are the best people to talk to in this school about my child’s difficulties with
learning/ Special Educational Needs or disability (SEND)?

The Class teacher
Responsible for:






Checking on the progress of your child and identifying, planning and
delivering any
additional help your child may need (For example targeted work and
additional support) and letting the Special Education
Needs/Disabilities Coordinator (SENDCo) know as necessary.
Writing Pupil Support Plans, and sharing and reviewing these with
parents at least once each term and planning for the next term.
Personalised teaching and learning for your child as identified on
school’s planning format.
Ensuring that the school’s SEND Policy is followed in their classroom
and for all the pupils they teach with SEND.

The SENDCo – Mrs. Hughes.
Responsible for:










Developing and reviewing the school’s SEND policy.
Coordinating all the support for children with special educational
needs or disabilities (SEND.
Ensuring that parents are involved in supporting a child’s learning.
Informing parents about the level and type of support a child is
getting.
Involvement in reviewing how a pupil is progressing.
Liaising with other people who may be coming into to school to help
support a child’s learning e.g. Speech and Language Therapy,
Educational Psychology etc.
Updating the school’s SEND register (a system for ensuring that all
the SEND needs of pupils
in this school are known) and making sure that records of a child’s
progress and needs are kept.
Providing specialist support for teachers and support staff in the
school so that they can help children with SEND in the school to

achieve the best progress possible.
Head teacher – Mrs Cornell
Responsible for:


The day to day management of all aspects of the school, this includes
the support for children with SEND.
 The Head teacher will give responsibility to the SEND and class
teachers, but is still responsible for ensuring that your child’s needs
are met.
 The Head teacher must make sure that the Governing Body is kept up
to date about issues relating to SEND.

The SEND Governors –
Responsible for:


Making sure that the necessary support is given for any child who attends the
school, who has SEND.

School contact telephone number 0191 5535540
Question 2
What are the different types of support available for children with SEND in our
school?
a) Class teacher input via excellent targeted classroom teaching (Quality First
Teaching).
For your child this would mean:






That the teacher has the highest possible expectations for your child
and all pupils in their class.
That all teaching is built on what your child already knows, can do
and can understand.
Different ways of teaching are in place so that your child is fully
involved in learning in class.
Specific strategies (which may be suggested by the SENDCo) are in
place to support your child to learn.
Your child’s teacher will have carefully checked on your child’s
progress and will have decided that your child has a gap or gaps in
their understanding/learning and needs some extra support to help
them make the best possible progress.

Specific group work
Intervention which may:
 Take place in the classroom or another area.



Be provided by a teacher or a Teaching Assistant (TA).

b) Specialist groups run by outside agencies e.g .Speech and Language therapy
SEN Code of Practice 2014: School Support (SS)
This means they have been identified by the SENDCo / class teacher as needing
extra specialist support in school from a professional outside the school. This may be
from:


Local Authority central services such as the ASD Outreach Team or Sensory
Service (for students with a hearing or visual need)



Outside agencies such as the Education Psychology Service (EPS).

What could happen:
You may be asked to give your permission for the school to refer your child to a
specialist professional e.g . Speech and Language Therapist or Educational
Psychologist. This will help the school and yourself understand your child’s
particular needs better and be able to support them further in school.
The specialist professional will work with your child to understand their needs and
make recommendations as to the ways your child is supported.
c) Specified Individual support
This type of support is available for children whose learning needs are, severe,
complex and lifelong.
This is usually provided via an Education, Health and Care Plan (EHCP). This means
your child will have been identified by professionals as needing a particularly high
level of individual or small group teaching.
This type of support is available for children with specific barriers to learning that
cannot be overcome through Quality First Teaching and intervention groups
(“Including All Children” documentation from LA).
Your child will also need specialist support in school from a professional outside the
school. This may be from:


Local Authority central services such as the ASD Outreach Team or Sensory
Service ( for students with a hearing or visual need)



Outside agencies such as the Speech and Language therapy (SALT) Service

For your child this would mean:
The school (or you) can request that Local Authority Services carry out a statutory
assessment of your child’s needs. This is a legal process which sets out the amount of
support that will be provided for your child.

After the request has been made to the ‘Panel of Professionals’ (with detailed
information about your child, including some from you), they will decide whether
they think your child’s needs (as described in the paperwork provided), seem complex
enough to need a statutory assessment. If this is the case they will ask you and all
professionals involved with your child to write a report outlining your child’s needs.
If they do not think your child needs this, they will ask the school to continue with the
current support.
After the reports have all been sent in, the ‘Panel of Professionals’ will decide
if your child’s needs are severe, complex and lifelong. If this is the case they
will write an Education Health Care Plan (EHCP). If this is not the case, they
will ask the school to continue with the current level of support and also set
up a meeting in school to ensure a plan is in place to ensure your child makes
as much progress as possible.
The EHC Plan will outline the number of hours of individual/small group
support your child will receive from the LA and how the support should be
used and what strategies must be put in place. It will also have long and short
term goals for your child.
An additional adult may be used to support your child with whole class
learning, run individual programmes or run small groups including your
child.
Question 3
How can I let the school know I am concerned about my child’s progress in
school?
If you have concerns about your child’s progress you should speak to your child’s
class teacher initially.
If you continue to be concerned that your child is not making progress, you may
speak to the Special Education Needs/ Disabilities Coordinator (SENDCo).
The school SEND Governor can also be contacted for support.
Question 4
How will the school let me know if they have any concerns about my child’s
learning in school?
If your child is identified as not making adequate progress, the school will set up a
meeting to discuss this with you in more detail and to:
Listen to any concerns you may have.
Plan any additional support your child may need.
Discuss with you any referrals to outside professionals to support your child’s
learning.
Question 5
How is extra support allocated to children and how do they progress in their
learning?
The school budget, received from Sunderland LA, includes money for supporting
children with SEND.

The Head Teacher decides on the deployment of resources for Special
Educational Needs and Disabilities in consultation with the school governors,
on the basis of needs in the school.
The Head Teacher/ SENDCo/ senior management will discuss all the
information they have about SEND in the school, including:

The children getting extra support already.
The children needing extra support.
The children who have been identified as not making as much progress
as would be expected and decide what resources/training and support is
needed.

The child’s view will be sought informally and for review meetings;
this may not always be possible with very young children / children
with delayed development.

Question 6
Who are the other people providing services to children with SEND in this
school?
School provision
Teaching Assistants
School clubs
Local Authority Provision delivered in school
Autism Outreach Service
Educational Psychology Service
Sensory Service for children with visual or hearing needs
Parent Partnership Service
Behaviour Intervention Team
Language and Learning Team
Health Provision delivered in school
Additional Speech and Language Therapy input to provide a higher level of service to
the School.
School Nurse
Occupational Therapy
Physiotherapy
CAMHS
Question 7
How are the teachers in school supported to work with children with SEND and
what training do they have?
The SENDCO’s role is to support the class teacher in planning for children with
SEND.
The school provides training and support to enable all staff to improve the teaching
and learning of children, including those with SEND. This includes whole school
training on SEND issues.
Individual teachers and support staff attend training courses run by outside agencies
that are relevant to the needs of specific children in their class e.g. from the Autism
Outreach Team (AoT) service.

Question 8
How will the teaching be adapted for my child with SEND?
Class Teachers plan lessons according to the specific needs of all groups of children
in their class, and will ensure that your child’s needs are met.
Support staff, under the direction of the class teacher, will support the needs of your
child where necessary.
Specific resources and strategies will be used to support your child individually and in
groups.
Planning and teaching will be adapted on a daily basis if needed to meet your child’s
learning needs.

Question 9
How will we measure the progress of your child in school?
Your child’s progress is continually monitored by his/her class teacher.
His/her progress is reviewed formally every half term in reading, writing and
numeracy.
At the end of each key stage (i.e. at the end of year 2 and year 6) all children are
required to be formally assessed using Standard Assessment Tests (SATS). This is
something the government requires all schools to do and the results are published
nationally.
Children may have an individual support plan which will be reviewed termly and a
future plan made.
The progress of children with a statement of SEND/ EHC Plan is formally reviewed at
an Annual Review, with all adults involved with the child’s education.
The SENDCo will also check that your child is making good progress within any
individual work and in any group that they take part in.
Question 10
What support do we have for you as a parent of a child with a SEND?
The class teacher is regularly available to discuss your child’s progress or any
concerns you may have and to share information about what is working well at home
and school so similar strategies can be used.
The SENDCo and senior management are available to meet with you to discuss your
child’s progress or any concerns/worries you may have.
All information from outside professionals will be discussed with you, the person
involved directly, or where this is not possible, in a report.
Personal Support Plans will be reviewed with your involvement.
Homework will be adjusted as needed to your child’s individual needs.
A home/school contact book may be used to support communication with you, when
this has been agreed to be useful for you and your child.
Question 11
How is English Martyrs’ School accessible to children with SEND?

The school is fully compliant with DDA requirements.
The school is a two storey building with access and double doors and ramps when
needed.
The school has a changing room available.
We ensure, where ever possible, that equipment used is accessible to all children
regardless of their needs.
After school provision is accessible to all children including those with SEND.
Extra- curricular activities are accessible for children with SEND.
Question 12
How will we support your child when they are leaving this school? OR moving
on to another class?
We recognise that transitions can be difficult for a child with SEND and take steps to
ensure that any transition is a smooth as possible.
If your child is moving to another school:
We will contact the school SENDCO and ensure he/she knows about any special
arrangements or support that need to be made for your child.
We will make sure that all records about your child are passed on as soon as possible.
Where required additional transition visits are arranged for individuals or groups as
appropriate.
When moving classes in school:
Information will be passed on to the new class teacher in advance and a
planning meeting will take place with the new teacher. Support Plans will be shared
with the new teacher.
If your child would be helped by a book/ passport( photographs and information
linked to the next class) to support them understand moving on , then it will be made
for them.
In Year 6:
The SENDCO will discuss the specific needs of your child with the SENDCO of
their secondary school.
Your child will do focused learning about aspects of transition to support their
understanding of the changes ahead.
Where possible your child will visit their new school on several occasions and in
some cases staff from the new school will visit your child in this school.

